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Editorial: 'Face your constituents’ 
Representatives are refusing to hold town 
hall meetings while on break 

The majority of the elected representatives in this area and one of our two 
U.S. senators are cowering from their constituents. If there's anyone you'd 
think would be on their sides, it would be a former representative who was 


attacked by the public at just such an event. 


Jan. 8, 2011 is a date Arizona's then Democratic Rep. Gabrielle Giffords will 
surely never forget. On that morning, she was holding a “Congress on Your 
Corner” event in the parking lot of a Safeway grocery story in Casas 
Adobes, Arizona, just outside of Tucson. Suddenly, a 22-year-old local man, 
Jared Lee Loughner, pointed a 9mm Glock 19 pistol at Giffords' head and 
fired. Amazingly, she survived. But, in an instant, six people, including 
federal judge John Roll, were dead and a dozen more were injured. 


Loughner was arrested and later sentenced to life in prison. 


Fast forward to today. While Congress has been on break, many 
representatives have been reticent to hold town hall meetings in fear of 


facing angry constituents. One such representative was Texas' Republican 


Rep. Louie Gohmert, who cited Giffords' attack in his Tuesday statement 


explaining his refusal to hold town halls. 


“Threats are nothing new to me and I have gotten my share as a felony 
judge,” said Gohmert. “However, the House Sergeant at Arms advised us 
after former Congresswoman Gabby Giffords was shot at a public 
appearance, that civilian attendees at Congressional public events stand the 


most chance of being harmed or killed — just as happened there.” 


Giffords, who has since left Congress and co-founded the gun violence 
prevention organization Americans for Responsible Solutions, was having 


none of it. 


“Town halls and countless constituent meetings were a hallmark of my 
tenure in Congress,” she wrote in a statement Thursday. “I was shot on a 
Saturday morning. By Monday morning my offices were open to the public. 
Ron Barber - at my side that Saturday, who was shot multiple times, then 
elected to Congress in my stead - held town halls. ... To the politicians who 
have abandoned their civic obligations, I say this: Have some courage. Face 


your constituents. Hold town halls.” 


In our state, Rep. Todd Rokita, Sen. Todd Young, Rep. Luke Messer, Rep. 
Trey Hollingsworth and Rep. Jackie Walorski have all made the shameful list 


of representatives too cowardly to face the citizens for which they work. 


It's not just that they are denying their voters the right to meet with them 
face-to-face, they are also denying themselves the opportunity to listen to 


their concerns in person. Both sides lose out. 


Call your representatives and tell them to make this right. If Giffords can 


summon the courage, so can they. 


